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Fethullah Gulen is a Turkish Islamic scholar, preacher, and social activist.
He is the founder of the Gulen Movement, a global network of schools,
universities, and other educational institutions. Gulen's thought is deeply
influenced by the teachings of Jelaluddin Rumi, the 13th-century Persian
poet and mystic. This essay will explore the relationship between Gulen's
thought and Rumi's teachings, as well as the influence of other Islamic
thinkers on Gulen's thought.
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Fethullah Gulen's thought is based on the principles of Islam, but it also
draws on a wide range of other sources, including Sufism, philosophy, and
science. Gulen believes that Islam is a religion of peace and tolerance, and
he emphasizes the importance of dialogue and cooperation between
Muslims and non-Muslims. He also believes that education is essential for
the progress of humanity, and he has founded a number of schools and
universities around the world.

Gulen's thought has been criticized by some for being too liberal and for
promoting a form of Islam that is not in line with traditional Islamic
teachings. However, his supporters argue that his thought is a true
reflection of the spirit of Islam, and that it is a valuable contribution to the
global community.

Jelaluddin Rumi's Teachings

Jelaluddin Rumi was a 13th-century Persian poet and mystic who is
considered one of the greatest spiritual teachers of all time. Rumi's
teachings are based on the principles of love, compassion, and unity. He
believed that God is the source of all love and that the goal of human life is
to experience union with God.

Rumi's teachings have had a profound influence on Gulen's thought. Gulen
believes that Rumi's teachings are a true reflection of the spirit of Islam,
and he has incorporated many of Rumi's ideas into his own teachings.

The Relationship Between Gulen's Thought and Rumi's Teachings

There are a number of similarities between Gulen's thought and Rumi's
teachings. Both Gulen and Rumi emphasize the importance of love,
compassion, and unity. Both believe that God is the source of all love and



that the goal of human life is to experience union with God. Both also
believe that education is essential for the progress of humanity.

However, there are also some differences between Gulen's thought and
Rumi's teachings. Gulen is a more active and engaged in the world than
Rumi was. Gulen believes that Muslims have a responsibility to work for the
betterment of humanity, and he has founded a number of schools and
universities around the world. Rumi, on the other hand, was more focused
on the inner life of the individual. He believed that the best way to serve
God was to withdraw from the world and focus on meditation and prayer.

The Influence of Other Islamic Thinkers on Gulen's Thought

In addition to Rumi, Gulen's thought has also been influenced by a number
of other Islamic thinkers, including Ibn Arabi, Ghazali, and Ibn Sina. Ibn
Arabi was a 12th-century Islamic philosopher who developed a mystical
interpretation of Islam. Ghazali was a 11th-century Islamic theologian who
wrote extensively on the nature of faith and reason. Ibn Sina was a 10th-
century Islamic philosopher who is known for his work on medicine and
natural philosophy.

The influence of these thinkers on Gulen's thought can be seen in his
emphasis on the importance of love, compassion, and unity. Gulen also
shares Ibn Arabi's mystical interpretation of Islam, and he has incorporated
many of Ghazali's ideas into his own teachings on faith and reason.

Fethullah Gulen's thought is a complex and nuanced body of work that has
been influenced by a wide range of sources, including Islam, Sufism,
philosophy, and science. Gulen's thought is based on the principles of love,
compassion, and unity, and he believes that the goal of human life is to



experience union with God. Gulen's thought has been criticized by some
for being too liberal and for promoting a form of Islam that is not in line with
traditional Islamic teachings. However, his supporters argue that his
thought is a true reflection of the spirit of Islam, and that it is a valuable
contribution to the global community.
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