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Andrea Dworkin's groundbreaking book, Intercourse, is a searing
indictment of sexual violence and the patriarchal system that perpetuates it.
First published in 1987, Intercourse remains a powerful and provocative
work that challenges readers to confront the realities of rape, incest, and
other forms of sexual abuse.

A Personal and Political Exploration

Dworkin writes from a deeply personal perspective, sharing her own
experiences of sexual violence as a survivor of rape. She also draws on
her extensive research and activism to provide a comprehensive analysis
of the history, legal framework, and cultural context of sexual violence.

Intercourse is both a personal and a political book. Dworkin argues that
sexual violence is not simply an individual act of aggression but a systemic
problem rooted in the power imbalances between men and women. She
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challenges the dominant narratives that often blame victims and minimize
the severity of sexual violence.

The History and Impact of Sexual Violence

Dworkin provides a detailed history of sexual violence, tracing its origins to
the patriarchal societies of ancient Greece and Rome. She argues that
rape has been used throughout history as a tool of war, oppression, and
control.

Dworkin also explores the devastating impact of sexual violence on
individuals and society as a whole. She discusses the psychological,
physical, and emotional trauma that survivors often experience. She also
highlights the ways in which sexual violence undermines women's
autonomy, equality, and safety.

The Legal System and Sexual Violence

Dworkin is highly critical of the legal system's response to sexual violence.
She argues that the criminal justice system often fails to protect survivors
and that the laws governing sexual violence are inadequate and often
biased against women.

Dworkin also discusses the ways in which the legal system can perpetuate
sexual violence by legitimizing harmful myths and stereotypes about
women and by failing to hold perpetrators accountable for their crimes.

Activism and Resistance

Despite the bleakness of the subject matter, Intercourse is also a call to
action. Dworkin urges readers to challenge the status quo and to work
towards ending sexual violence. She provides a framework for activism,



outlining specific strategies for prevention, intervention, and support for
survivors.

Dworkin's activism was instrumental in shaping the anti-violence movement
and in raising awareness about the realities of sexual violence. Her work
continues to inspire and mobilize activists around the world.

Intercourse is a challenging and thought-provoking book that confronts the
realities of sexual violence with unflinching honesty. It is a powerful
reminder of the ongoing struggle for gender equality and justice.

Andrea Dworkin's work is more relevant than ever in today's world, where
sexual violence continues to be a pervasive problem. Intercourse is a must-
read for anyone who wants to understand the complexities of sexual
violence and to be part of the movement to end it.
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