
Postcolonial Theory and the Arab-Israel
Conflict
The Arab-Israel conflict is one of the most enduring and complex conflicts
of our time. With roots stretching back to the early 20th century, the conflict
has defied easy resolution and continues to be a source of tension in the
Middle East and beyond.

In recent years, scholars have begun to approach the Arab-Israel conflict
through the lens of postcolonial theory. Postcolonial theory is a body of
thought that examines the lasting effects of colonialism on the politics,
culture, and society of formerly colonized countries. By applying
postcolonial theory to the Arab-Israel conflict, scholars have sought to gain
a deeper understanding of the conflict's origins and dynamics.
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Postcolonial theory offers a number of insights into the Arab-Israel conflict.
First, it highlights the role of colonialism in shaping the conflict. The British
Mandate of Palestine, which lasted from 1920 to 1948, played a major role
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in creating the conditions that led to the conflict. The British divided the
Mandate into two parts, one for Jews and one for Arabs. This division
sowed the seeds of conflict between the two groups, as it gave each group
a sense of entitlement to the land.

Second, postcolonial theory emphasizes the importance of power dynamics
in the conflict. The Israelis have consistently had the upper hand in the
conflict, both militarily and economically. This imbalance of power has
made it difficult for the Palestinians to achieve their goals of statehood and
self-determination.

Third, postcolonial theory highlights the role of ideology in the conflict. Both
the Israelis and the Palestinians have constructed narratives about the
conflict that justify their own actions and demonize the other side. These
narratives have made it difficult for the two sides to find common ground
and resolve the conflict.

Edward Said and the Arab-Israel Conflict

One of the most influential postcolonial theorists to write about the Arab-
Israel conflict is Edward Said. Said, a Palestinian-American scholar, argued
that the conflict is a product of Western imperialism. He argued that the
West has created a false narrative about the conflict that portrays the
Israelis as victims and the Palestinians as aggressors. This narrative, Said
argued, has served to justify Western support for Israel and its policies.

Said's work has been highly influential in shaping the way that scholars and
activists think about the Arab-Israel conflict. His work has helped to raise
awareness of the Palestinian perspective and has challenged the dominant
Western narrative about the conflict.



Frantz Fanon and the Arab-Israel Conflict

Another important postcolonial theorist who has written about the Arab-
Israel conflict is Frantz Fanon. Fanon, a Martinique-born psychiatrist and
philosopher, argued that the conflict is a product of colonialism and racism.
He argued that the Israelis are a settler-colonial society that has
dispossessed the Palestinians of their land and their rights. Fanon's work
has been influential in shaping the way that scholars and activists think
about the Arab-Israel conflict. His work has helped to raise awareness of
the Palestinian struggle and has challenged the dominant Western
narrative about the conflict.

Postcolonial theory offers a number of insights into the Arab-Israel conflict.
It highlights the role of colonialism in shaping the conflict, the importance of
power dynamics in the conflict, and the role of ideology in the conflict.
Postcolonial theorists such as Edward Said and Frantz Fanon have helped
to raise awareness of the Palestinian perspective and have challenged the
dominant Western narrative about the conflict.

The Arab-Israel conflict is a complex and multifaceted conflict with no easy
solutions. However, by understanding the role of colonialism, power
dynamics, and ideology in the conflict, we can gain a better understanding
of its origins and dynamics. This understanding can help us to find ways to
resolve the conflict and create a more just and equitable future for all the
peoples of the Middle East.
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