The Right to Erasure in EU Data Protection
Law: Your Ultimate Guide to the Right to be
Forgotten

In the digital age, our personal data is constantly being collected and
shared. This can be a major concern for our privacy, especially when we
consider that this data can be used to track our movements, monitor our
activities, and even influence our decisions.

The European Union has been at the forefront of protecting its citizens'
privacy. In 2016, the EU introduced the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR),which gave individuals a number of new rights in relation to their
personal data. One of these rights is the right to erasure, also known as the
right to be forgotten.
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The right to erasure gives individuals the right to have their personal data
erased from the records of organizations that hold it. This right is not
absolute, and there are a number of exceptions. However, it is a powerful
tool that can be used to protect our privacy and to ensure that our personal
data is not used against us.

What is the Right to Erasure?

The right to erasure is the right to have your personal data erased from the
records of organizations that hold it. This right is also known as the right to
be forgotten.

The right to erasure is not absolute. There are a number of exceptions,
including:

=  When the personal data is necessary for the exercise of the right to
freedom of expression and information.

=  When the personal data is necessary for compliance with a legal
obligation.

=  When the personal data is necessary for the establishment, exercise,

or defense of legal claims.

liWhen the personal data is necessary for archiving purposes in the
public interest, scientific or historical research purposes, or statistical
purposes.

If one of the exceptions applies, the organization that holds your personal
data does not have to erase it.

When Can | Exercise the Right to Erasure?



You can exercise the right to erasure if:
= The personal data is no longer necessary for the purposes for which it
was collected or processed.
= You withdraw your consent to the processing of your personal data.

= You object to the processing of your personal data and there are no
overriding legitimate grounds for the processing.

= Your personal data has been unlawfully processed.
= Your personal data has to be erased in Free Download to comply with

a legal obligation.

If you believe that you have the right to erasure, you should contact the
organization that holds your personal data and request that they erase it.

How Do | Exercise the Right to Erasure?
To exercise the right to erasure, you must make a request to the
organization that holds your personal data. The request must be in writing
and must state the following:

= Your name and contact information.

= The personal data that you want to be erased.

= The reasons why you want the personal data to be erased.
The organization that holds your personal data has one month to respond

to your request. If the organization grants your request, it must erase your
personal data without undue delay.



What Happens if my Request for Erasure is Denied?

If your request for erasure is denied, you have the right to appeal the
decision. You must appeal to the supervisory authority in the EU member
state where you live.

The supervisory authority will review your appeal and make a decision

within two months. If the supervisory authority upholds your appeal, the
organization that holds your personal data must erase it without undue

delay.

The Importance of the Right to Erasure

The right to erasure is an important tool for protecting our privacy. It gives
us the power to control our personal data and to ensure that it is not used
against us.

The right to erasure is still in its early stages of development. However, it is
a powerful tool that has the potential to make a real difference to our
privacy.

The right to erasure is a fundamental right that protects our privacy. It is a
powerful tool that can be used to ensure that our personal data is not used
against us.

If you are concerned about your privacy, you should learn more about the
right to erasure. You can find more information on the website of the
European Commission.

Additional Resources

= The Right to Be Forgotten under the GDPR



= The Right to Data Erasure: Your Right to Be Forgotten

= The Right to Erasure and the Right to Be Forgotten in EU Data
Protection Law
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